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Mission
Statement

     



will address an important,

widespread, and currently unmet human need – the need

families of children with cancer and blood disorders have

for ongoing support.

Lainie’s Angels will provide this support by creating and

sustaining Family Support Groups within the institutions

that treat these children.

Lainie’s Angels will speak out publicly on those families’

behalf to make sure their neighbors across the nation

understand their need.



from the president
Dear Friends and Benefactors,

One of the keys to the successful growth and development of any organization can be found in the relationships it
holds with the individuals who help perpetuate its mission. In the pages of this, our 2004 annual report, you will meet
four of these individuals, each of whom have made a tremendous impact on people's lives. Whether caring for sick
children, teaching community service and social responsibility through the vehicle of sport, or sharing personal 
experiences to comfort others, these outstanding and courageous people exemplify the mission of Lainie’s Angels.

Just as these individuals serve in their homes, hospitals and communities, Lainie’s Angels is with them, supporting
their efforts through our education and outreach and Parent Advocate programs. 2004 was a year in which we as
an institution dedicated ourselves to increasing awareness of the needs of the families we serve, and 
creat ing new programs to help these families cope. I am proud to announce that Lainie’s Angels has entered into a
five-year development program with Children’s Memorial Hospital of Chicago, an institution that serves over 94,000
pediatric patients a year. With the establishment of this program, we have the opportunity to touch the lives of 
hundreds of children and practice the compassionate care so necessary to their families.

Along with our hospital-based efforts, we continue to take an active stance in the communities we serve. Here in
New Jersey, we have established relationships with organizations that serve children directly and in the public school
districts. Educating healthy children and their families on the hardships of sick children is just one way in which we fulfill
our mission of speaking out publicly on behalf of those families, making sure their neighbors understand their need.

The successes of 2004 could not have been possible without the dedication and hard work of our board of directors
and all the volunteers who help us each day. And, on behalf of everyone here at Lainie's Angels, I would like to thank
you, our donors, for your continued support of our mission. We wish you health and happiness, and hope that you
enjoy reading our 2004 annual report.

With love and gratitude,

Stathi Afendoulis
Lainie's Dad
Founder and President, Lainie's Angels

Message



Lainie’s Angels 
The Lainie’s Angels story begins in June 2000, when Stathi and Emily Afendoulis’ 
12 year-old daughter Lainie succumbed to Ewing’s Sarcoma – a particularly rare and
virulent form of bone cancer. Though her life was short, Lainie touched the hearts of
many people through her grace, passion, and generosity. It was in the memory of
Lainie’s unique and irrepressible spirit that her parents were inspired to create 
Lainie’s Angels.

Lainie’s Angels is dedicated to making the lives of families currently struggling with
pediatric cancer or a blood disorder just a little bit easier. The key component of this
effort is the parent advocate program, whereby parents whose children have battled
these diseases are recruited by Lainie’s Angels and trained in peer support. In turn,
these parent advocates – or “Angels” – provide the families of newly diagnosed
children with guidance, counseling, and empathy.

In addition to the parent advocate function, Lainie’s Angels offers parents a wealth of
information and resources to help them make informed decisions about their child’s
treatment. The organization also works to promote awareness of pediatric cancer and
blood disorders – which currently afflict over 50,000 families nationwide – through
regular events, ongoing publicity campaigns and speaking engagements, and an
informative Web site (www.lainiesangels.com).

Most importantly, Lainie’s Angels offers hope to families who must bear an enormous
emotional and spiritual burden. While no one can erase the pain these families will
suffer as they fight their battle, we can offer them the comfort that comes with knowing
that they are not alone.

About
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2004

Highlights



2004 was truly an exciting year for Lainie’s Angels, one in which we expanded our presence,
established important new partnerships, and made major strides towards our long-term goal of
building a national network of parent advocates. Our accomplishments of the last year stand not
only as successes in their own right, but also as a foundation for the continued growth of Lainie’s
Angels in years to come. Here are a few highlights from the past year:

Kicks for Kids
On October 3rd, hundreds of parents, coaches and kids came to Woodrow Wilson Middle School
in Edison, New Jersey for Lainie’s Angel’s 1st Annual Kicks for Kids with Cancer and Blood
Disorders. Our fall fundraiser featured a 5k run/walk, all-day soccer matches on five different
fields, and a soccer skills area where kids displayed their talents in speed dribbling, penalty
kicking and more. The local professional soccer team, the New York/New Jersey MetroStars,
pitched in with a “shoot and score” event, awarding prizes to children who kicked balls into an
inflatable goal. MetroStars starting defender Chris Leitch provided a major highlight of the day,
signing autographs and offering inspiration to the scores of young soccer players who
participated in the fun.
Kicks for Kids was sponsored by Rovers International Soccer and the Edison United Soccer
Association (EUSA) and was strongly supported by the local business community. As always, our
tireless volunteer staff kept the event running smoothly all day long.
Kicks for Kids proved such an enormous success, both as a fundraiser and as a means of
spreading the word about Lainie’s Angels, that talk began almost immediately about the next
Kick, to be held in fall 2005 – establishing the event as an annual Lainie’s Angels tradition.

Pagano’s Wine Tasting
Since its inception, Lainie’s Angels has frequently turned to wine tastings, both for purposes of
fundraising and as a means of bringing our many supporters together in a social setting.
Valentine’s Day 2004 was another such occasion, as Pagano’s Restaurant in Grand Rapids,
Michigan played host to more than 200 friends of the Lainie’s Angels organization. Wine growers
from across the state were on hand to share in some of the finest wines Michigan has to offer -
- and to help raise funding and awareness of the Lainie’s Angels mission.

Partnership with Children’s Memorial Hospital
In 2004, Lainie’s Angels announced a major new partnership with Chicago’s Children’s Memorial
Hospital that will greatly expand Lainie’s Angels’ national reach. One of the country’s leading
children’s hospitals and research centers, Children’s Memorial Hospital serves more than 94,000
children every year, many of whom have rare and complex medical conditions.

As a key element of the partnership, Lainie’s Angels will provide funding to help Children’s
Memorial expand its family support program into its new Palliative Care program. This pediatric
palliative care program will be the first of its kind in the Chicago area, and will perform an
essential function - providing comprehensive end-of-life care that fulfills the emotional needs of
both terminally ill children and their families. Lainie’s Angels looks forward to the many exciting
opportunities that this alliance will no doubt yield as the program expands and grows.
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In 2005, Lainie’s Angels will provide funding to assist Children’s Memorial Hospital of Chicago (inset left)
expand its family support program into its palliative care program.



Profiles In

Compassion



Ultimately, Lainie’s Angels is about the profound
difference that a single human life can make in the
lives of others – and about the power of compassion
to illuminate even our darkest hours. The individuals
featured in these profiles represent just a few of the
people that Lainie’s Angels has brought together in the
name of hope. It is to these individuals – the families
we serve, the volunteers so crucial to our success, the
parent advocates who are at the core of our mission,
the medical professionals working tirelessly to care for
our afflicted children – that we dedicate our efforts,
and through them that we will continue to grow.
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Jill
Andrews
One of the starkest realities of pediatric cancer and blood disorders is that, despite
continuing medical advances, some children will still lose the battle. Jill Andrews faced
this heartbreaking fact in June 2004, when her daughter Stephanie succumbed to
myelodysplasia (MDS), a bone marrow disorder. Although her loss is still painfully fresh,
Jill felt it important to tell others about the support she received from parent advocate
Carol Vattimo, both during Stephanie’s illness and after her death. “It will always touch
too close to home,” Jill says, “but we need to get the word out there.”

As head of the Golisano Children’s Hospital parent advocate program, Carol met with Jill
shortly after Stephanie’s diagnosis. It was the beginning of an important relationship, one
that would help Jill cope with the struggles facing her in the months ahead. “Carol is
just wonderful,” Jill says. “She is a truly caring person and she wants to help, to make it
a comfortable situation, given what you’re dealing with.”

Carol encouraged Jill to explore all of the options and resources available through the
hospital and other organizations. “Carol would answer any questions we had, and if she
didn’t have the answer she would go and find one for us. She was very honest, right
from the beginning. She taught us how to go through proper channels to get things
done.”

Jill and Carol remain close to this day, meeting frequently for lunch. “Parent advocacy is
definitely needed,” Jill says. “You need to have someone you can trust, who will give you
honest answers and not just tell you what you want to hear. Carol gives me that support.
It’s wonderful to know that I have someone I can talk to, someone who understands.”
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Carol
Vattimo
For over two decades, Carol Vattimo has been a key contributor to the CURE Childhood
Cancer Association’s peer-to-peer support program at the Golisano Children’s Hospital in
Rochester, New York. The ongoing success of this program provided the model for Lainie’s
Angels’ national parent advocate network, and Lainie’s Angels now provides Golisano with
annual grants to fund and expand its program.

Carol’s story begins in 1983, when her eight-year-old son Brian came to Golisano Children’s
Hospital for treatment. At the time, no program of peer-to-peer support existed to bring parents
together. “If you happened to meet another parent on the floor of the hospital, it was just a
coincidental meeting,” she recalls. During Brian’s treatment, an informal parent network began
to evolve at the hospital’s outpatient clinic. This unofficial program proved so popular that the
hospital decided to institute it on a permanent basis, and Carol joined the staff as a full-time
parent advocate.

Her involvement with families typically begins shortly after diagnosis as she helps them adjust
to the day-to-day logistics of having a child in treatment. She also offers emotional support  and
an understanding ear. “We provide a coffee group once a week at the inpatient unit, so they can
take a break and not be too far from their kids. I also try to take the families for coffee or tea
one-on-one, so they have an opportunity to open up a little bit, ask some questions.”

Over the years, Carol has shared moments of joy and sadness with many families. She wouldn’t
have it any other way. “I think for me personally, meeting with the families has always seemed
like a privilege – that they would allow me into their lives, when their lives are in such chaos, to
share their experiences. Some of those experiences are very tough, and sometimes there are
much happier times, but it’s all very rewarding.”
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Spencer
Rockman
For over three decades, Spencer Rockman has been a man on a mission. As the
director of Rover’s International Soccer based in Edison, New Jersey, he’s shared his love
of soccer with thousands of children, using the sport as a means of promoting personal
values and character development. He is also one of the architects of Lainie’s Angels’
hugely successful Kicks for Kids with Cancer and Blood Disorders – an event that grew
from Spencer’s conviction that “every step we take in life, on or off the field, is an
opportunity to do good.”

“I’d had this idea mulling around for a Rover’s Run for charity,” Spencer recalls, “and 
I knew the right time for it would come along. When I was introduced to Lainie’s Angels,
it was just a natural connection. I approached them and suggested that we 
work together.”

Spencer’s idea was quickly expanded to include a soccer skills area and an all-day
soccer marathon, and Kicks for Kids was born. As planning progressed, support was
secured from local and national businesses, as well as the MetroStars, the New York/New
Jersey professional soccer team. “We worked really hard to get the word out, to
galvanize the community, both locally and beyond,” Spencer says – and the hard work
paid off. The event, held in October 2004, ultimately drew over 1000 participants, raising
funds and greatly heightening awareness of the Lainie’s Angel’s mission.

“I’m very excited about next year,” he says. “We’re going to kick it up a notch.” Striving
for more is an important part of the philosophy that Spencer has shared with the kids at
Rover’s over the last thirty years, summed up by the phrase, “keep the ball rolling.” He
plans to keep the ball rolling with Lainie’s Angels for years to come.
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Morris
Kletzel
In 2005, Lainie’s Angels will begin a five-year partnership with Children’s Memorial
Hospital of Chicago, as part of the hospital’s new palliative care program. Dr. Morris
Kletzel, head of Children’s Memorial’s Pediatric Hematology/Oncology department, is one of
the primary forces behind the program, which will incorporate peer-to-peer support into its
comprehensive care for terminally ill children and their families.

The peer support model promoted by Lainie’s Angels will be a major component of the
program. “I think this is going to be a parent-driven organization,” he says. Dr. Kletzel and
his colleagues decided early on that “not only should the parents be involved, but they
should be active participants.” Parents will be recruited to form an advisory board, which
will in turn help doctors and staff better respond to the needs of families. And with help
from Lainie’s Angels, the hospital’s existing family-to-family program will be expanded to
address the practical and emotional issues facing families with a terminally ill child.

Dr. Kletzel sees many benefits in peer-to-peer advocacy. “The communication from parent
to parent can be helpful… because it brings the best out of us [as doctors] in terms of
responding to people’s needs and issues.”

“Today is a different era than when I started doing medicine. Parents are much better
informed.” With the expansion of peer-to-peer programs throughout the nation, Dr. Kletzel
says, “families are now partners in the care of children with cancer – that’s how I see it.”



Lainie’s Angels Financials 2004
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES* For the Years Ended December 31, 2004 and 2003

REVENUES: 2004 2003
Contributions $45,210.57 $17,176.90
Donated Materials 0.00 1,005.05
Special Events (Net) 14,940.10 61,876.23
Interest Income 2,724.59 2,712.6
Dividend Income 11.28 0.00
Total Revenue 62,886.54 82,770.64

EXPENSES:
Grants Given    $11,000.00 $22,684.50
Salaries and Related Expenses                                                           9,688.00 39,354.00  
Program and Operating Expenses 17,617.92 18,231.16

Total Expenses 38,305.92 80,269.66

Excess of Revenue over Expenses 24,580.62 2,500.98
Net Assets January 1 271,497.62 268,996.64

Net Assets December 31 $296,078.24 $271,497.62

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION* December 31, 2004 and 2003

ASSETS: 2004 2003
Current Assets:
Cash – Business Checking $6,622.70 $2,828.83
Cash – Money Market 283,736.8 268,069.50
Investments at Cost 4,073.06 3,020.26
Investment Cash 908.65 0.00
Total Current Assets 295,341.21 273,918.59

Fixed Assets:
Equipment 2,526.03 2,526.03
Total Fixed Assets 2,526.03 2,526.03
Accumulated Depreciation (1,789.00) (947.00)
Net Book Value 737.03 1,579.03
Total Assets $296,078.24 $275,497.62

LIABILITIES:
Current Liabilities:
Accounts Payable 0.00 4,000
Total Current Liabilities $0.00 $4,000

NET ASSETS:
Unrestricted Net Assets 296,078.24 271,497.62
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $296,078.24 $275,497.62

*Statements have been prepared by Desantis, Keifer, Shall & Sarcone LLP, Staten Island, New York. For further information
regarding these statements, please contact Lainie’s Angels at (732)-906-7887 or Stathi@lainiesangels.com



Frank & Vicki Abella

Dan & Kathy Abraham

Wade & Margaret Abraham

Mrs. Athena Afendoulis

Clark & Katherine Afendoulis

Ahavas Israel

Ahepa Chapter 487

Peter Albertini

Maria & Charles Alberto

Tom & Diane Alicino

Grace Amato-Celentano

American Express Foundation

Politziner & Mattia Amper

Charles & Nina Anastasiou

Rev. & Mrs. Dimitrios Antokas

Andy & Kate Aquilini

Ken & Jeannie Arida

Kathryn Athanasoulas

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Athans

Gloria & Michael Bachmann

Plato & Constance Bageris

Nelson & Carol Bailey

Deana Balahtsis

Peter Barnes

Maryann Behr

Alana Berger

Gina Berta

Joel Bertin

Athena & Al Bertucci

Pamela & Stewart Blackmer

Gary Bleetstein

Marilee Bleetstein

Rev. & Mrs. James Bogdan

Grace Bonk

Lisa-Ann Bonk

Irma Borelli

Nicholas Bouras

Lillian Boyadjis

Theodore Bozonelis

Lorraine & Anthony Braccio

Larry & Pat Brennan

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Brown

Roger & Barbara Buck

Regina & Robert Burden

Strat & Leah Calagias

Michael & Diana Camozzi 

Steve & Margie Carberry

Giorgio Caruso

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Christopoulos

Christina Chukalas

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Coil

James & Frieda Coil

William & Angela Conte

Susan & Sean Cullinan

Samuel Cummings

Michael & Lori Curley

Joseph Cusmai

Lainie’s Angels
2004 DONORS
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Lainie’s Angels extends its sincerest gratitude to the many generous
individuals and organizations who contributed to us in 2004:



Danny & Pelly Dallas

Mark & Christina Daniels

David & Marla Dean

Deep South Entertainment

Beverly Deliyanides

Richard & Margaret Delmonaco

Mary Demiris

Deston Songs

Joe & Eileen Dick

Rose Doddy 

Ken & Sue Dorflaufer

Stanley Druckenmiller

Dirk & Julie Dykstra

Ramsey & Linda El-Fakir

Christopher & Kristen Esemplare

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Farrell 

Ms. Rosann Fisher

Bela Fleck

David & Nancy Flower

Brendan & Pat Flynn

Dennis & Jessie Flynn

Estelle Flynn

Marcia Flynn

Flynn Charities

Albert & Laurie Forte

Andrea Fotias

Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Fotias

Themis & Linda Fotieo

Mrs. Andrea Frangos

Teri & John Fritz

Leonarda Galuzzo

Ellen & Jeffrey Ganz

George & Margaret Garis

Steven & Barbara Garsh

Tony & Irene Genakos

Frank & Elyse Germack

Albert & Patricia Gesualdo

Marc & Christie Gesualdo 

Mr. & Mrs. John Ghigliotti 

Maria & Ioannis Glavas

Sheri Goldberg

Grand Rapids Comm.

Gloria Gregory

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Grossman

Thomas & Ingrid Grosso

Sally & Doug Haan

Jeffrey & Carol Lee Hall

Michael & Rhonda Halprin

Jay & Miriam Hamelburg

Frank & Patricia Harris

Mrs. Elizabeth Harrison

Richard & Heather Hoffman 

John & Mary Hogarty

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church

Holy Trinity Philoptochos

Kathleen Hopkins

Dr. Robert Horowitz

Household Matching Gift

Rosalind Howe

Hudson City Savings Bank

Cindy Jacobs

Keith & Donna Johnson 

Gary & Mary Kapitan
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Burt & Phyllis Kapner

Gus Kavouras

Avery & Susan Kelner

Mr. & Mrs. David Khorey

Kicks for Kids

Peter & Theodora Kokidis

John & Mariam Kotsonis

Mr. & Mrs. Alexander

Aaron & Sherri Kroemer

Richard & Constance Lankford

James & Lee Anne LaPorta

Patricia LeBert

Mr. Elliot Lengel

Ms. Toni LoDico

Eva & John Loezos

Janet Lombardi 

Dominic LoRiggio

Andria & Ioannis Lykogiannis

Anuj & Gouri Malhotra 

Mamaroneck Nursery School

Ariel Manlangit

Ken & Mary Marklevitz 

Ronald & Edna Martin 

Peter & Irene Marudas

Amani Mathys

Virginia Matson

Edith McCargar

Joseph & Ann Mechetti

Paul & Tracie Melendez

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Menicucci 

Metuchen Travel

Patricia Mix

Nikolaos Monoyios

Steven & Virginia Monticollo

Spyros Moraitis

Fred Morden

Patricia & Peter Morrison

Naimatull Mughal

Barbara Mullen

Robert & Ann Marie Nagele

James & Georgia Nicholas

Tony & Marina Nicolaides

Joe & Janet O’Sullivan

Ontrack Realty 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Orlando

Kenneth Osterman

Joe & Julie Pagano

Josh & Lisa Palestine 

Joan & Chris Panopoulos

George & Joanne Paras

Craig & Robin Parnell

Jennie & Edward Pedersen

Ms. Josephine Pesce

Marie & Len Petronella

Deborah & John Petty

Holy Trinity – St. Nicholas

St. Barbara’s Philoptochos

Philoptochos Adelphotis

Alan Pollak

Catherine & Robert Principe

Ms. Dina Priovolos

ProShow Productions

Emanuel & Elizabeth Psyhojos 19



Robert Rahr 

Peter & Helen Rassias

Jean Ringhoff

James & Janet Rintoul

Paul Rosengren 

Martin & Chari Roth

Mr. & Mrs. George Roumas

Anthony & Patrice Ruggiero

Leon Rygiel

Denis & Joanne Salamone

Elena & Giuseppe Salzarulo

Jeffrey & Nadia Salzer

Josh Samuelson

Carmela Scafidi

Renee Scaletti

Frank Scarangello Jr.

Schuler Books

Mark & Mary Jane Seeman 

Ms. Seena Semerly

Christina Serednicki

Frank Shanbacker

Richard Siegle

Spiro & Sophie Sinigos

Michael & Jaclyn Sirianni

Haydee & Herb Smyczek

Robert & Teresa Sokorai

Trent & Karen Spiridellis

Despina Stamateris

Staten Island Bank & Trust

Ms. Rachel Steigerwald

Joseph & Jean Stojak

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Stolis

Sumas Family

Sysmind LLC

Linnea & Gary Teetsel

Mr. & Mrs. Johnny Theodore

Fr. Theoharis & Helen Theoharis

Fred & Patricia Thomas

Flora & Gabriel Tsighis

Maria Tsitsiragos

Konstantinos Tsiveriotis

United Way

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis VanKuiken

George & Barbara Varnavelias

Connie Vassiliades

Stella & Emil Wacker

Nadeem & Urvi Walji

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Walsh

Jeffrey Warmke

Ted & Cleo Werthmuller

Michael & Susan Westphal

Jill & Doug Wilterdink

Allan & Donna Wink

Mark & Susan Winter

Robert & Helaine Wolberg

Steve & Marthan Xenakis

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Yelencsics

Mr. & Mrs. Glen Yost

Anthony Zecca 

Joanne Zolandz
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2004 DONORS



Lainie’s Angels
Board of Directors

How to give to
Lainie’s Angels
We work very hard to make sure every dollar we raise goes directly towards the 
well-being of parents and children thrown into a very uncertain and difficult situation.
Your donation will help to provide an angel for these families, someone who can serve
as a mentor and guide along the road ahead.

How to Give:
Credit Card: Secure donations can be made via our Web site: www.lainiesangels.com 
Check or Money Order: Donation forms can be found on our Web site; please forward
the completed form, along with your donation to:

Lainie’s Angels
24 Oak Grove Lane
Edison, NJ 08820

To reach us directly, please call: 732-906-7887. All donations are tax deductible.
Lainie's Angels is a 501(c)(3) not for profit charitable foundation. You can also give to
Lainie's Angels through The United Way, through their directed donor giving programs.
Our United Way number is 043334. We thank you for your support.

Deana Balahtsis Thania Panopoulos
Dominic Calla Michael Staisil
Gregory Coil, MSW Becky Trierweiler
John Hockenberry Desiree Vitali
Donna Johnson

Stathi Afendoulis, President         

Emily Afendoulis James Speros 
Joseph Brauner Trent Spiridellis
Georgia Everse

Advisory Committee       
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